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I caught part of an interview with Billy Joel on TV the other night.  The interviewer asked him if he ever 
stepped outside himself and just thought “Wow, what’s going on here?  Why do all these people want to 
hear me?”  Joel said he did that just once… and it was a big mistake.  He said the moment you question 
whether or not you’re supposed to be on that stage, you’re done.  If you don’t believe you should be there, 
you shouldn’t.  
  
Wise words from a man who has had a long and storied career. 
  
I often speak with performers about the Performer’s Ego.  This is a big thing.  It takes a lot of guts and 
nerve to get up in front of an audience.  A big part of that confidence has to come from a belief that what 
you have to offer is worth the audience hearing.  You have to believe that what you have to say, they need 
to hear.  This is one of the main reasons why we work so hard to create something new and different with 
pieces.  Why do a piece the same way somebody else did?  What is the point?  What would you be 
saying, then, that would be anything different?  
 
Take heart, my friends.  We’ve done that work.  We’re creating something new.  And what you have to 
say IS important.  The audience will love it! 
  
The other thought I’d like to share concerns our school system.  As it continues to implode under the 
weight of the “No Child Left Behind” law, I thought I should give you a little heads-up.  The New York 
Times recently reported that over 70% of the nation’s school districts are either severely cutting or 
eliminating altogether subjects other than Math or Reading, at least for those students who do the worst 
on the benchmark tests the government requires.  This means not only music, but all art and even history, 
foreign languages and science are being cut back. 
  
Does the phrase “cutting off your nose to spite your face” mean anything to you? 
  
I find this to be incredibly short-sighted and reckless behavior on the part of our schools, and the 
government forcing them into this untenable situation.  I’m all for making sure every kid in every school 
can read, write, and do basic arithmetic, but I believe, firmly, that an essential part of the intellectual 
development required to master those skills is facilitated 
 
by abstract stimulation through things like the arts, and especially music.  I have seen the impact it has on 
students.  I have seen their test scores elevate because they are involved in music.  This is demonstrable at 
all levels, not just children.  I’ve seen this make improvements for college students and for adults outside 
the academic arena. 
  
So, watch the schools around you closely.  If they start to succumb to these pressures and start eliminating 
the arts, then step in, make some noise.  At the very least, help those who are being shut out to find music 
outside the school.  Help them get involved in church music, a community band or choir, private lessons 
(if not me, find one of my colleagues). 
  
I shudder to think what this society (if we’ll even be able to still call it that) will be like after we begin 
reaping the rewards of this system. 
  
Invite your friends and neighbors to our concerts.  Even better, invite the local school board. 
  
Here’s to making a difference… 
 


